READER’S GUIDE

1. Patty makes a strong case for taking on something new and challenging in retirement. Do you agree? Is there value in hard work for its own sake?

2. What reasons other than love of words and language might one have for learning Latin? Do you think learning a new language helps you see the world through new eyes?

3. How do you see Patty’s relationship with her mother changing over the course of her studies?

4. One of Patty’s yoga teachers says, “You cannot change your future, you can only change your past.” How do you interpret this enigmatic statement?

5. Patty calls one of her ex-husbands her Ablative Absolute, a person unrelated to the main story of her life. Do you have any Ablative Absolutes in your own life?

6. Latin is still the official language of the Vatican, a sovereign state. What is the value of a “dead” language? Does it help welcome all nationalities into the church, because the language transcends nationality and belongs to everyone?

7. The study of Latin has decreased greatly since Vatican II, when the church directed priests to celebrate mass in the language of the country where they lived rather than in Latin. What has the church gained and lost by doing this?

8. Do you think the study of Latin should once again be part of any educated person’s curriculum? Do you think knowledge of Latin might improve our advertising, media, and political discourse?

